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have joined forces to care for the weak and
the vulnerable. Strangers have come together
to help each other cope. Now you must work
to sustain the compassion inspired by this
storm long after the damage has been cleared
away. I urge you to take the same determina-
tion you brought to rebuilding schools and
use it to ensure that every school provides
a good education. Use that same bravery it
takes to rescue people from water to rescue
communities from poverty. My hope is that
one day, Americans will look back at the re-
building of Mississippi and say that your work
added not only to the prosperity of our coun-
try but also to the character as our Nation.

Earlier today I met one of your classmates
who represents the character necessary for
the gulf coast to succeed. Kendrick Kennedy
grew up here in Biloxi. He’s a proud graduate
of Biloxi High. At age 30, an illness caused
Kendrick to go blind, and eventually he lost
his job. So he decided to come to this college.
He recorded each of his lectures on tape,
and he scanned his books into a computer
program, provided by the school, that reads
them aloud. When the hurricane hit,
Kendrick opened his home to family mem-
bers in need, and he returned to school as
soon as possible. Today this good man is
graduating at the top of his class, and he
hopes to attend law school one day. Here
is what Kendrick said: “I'd be doggoned if
I was going to let Hurricane Katrina stop me.
I thought, “You started school when you were
blind, and you can overcome this hurri-
cane.”” Kendrick is right, and today we honor
his inspiring example.

That same optimism is present in many
of the graduates today, and so many others
across the gulf coast. And optimism is justi-
fied. There is going to be a day when commu-
nities across Mississippi sparkle with new
homes and businesses bustle with customers
and this college is filled with more students
than ever before. I plan to return one day
to the Biloxi neighborhood I visited on my
first trip and see beautiful homes with chil-
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dren playing in the yards. Across this entire
region devastated by the storm, new vitality
will emerge from the rubble, and cities from
Mobile to Biloxi to New Orleans will be
whole again.

It’s going to take time for that vision to
be realized, and it will demand the skill and
knowledge and character of all of you. Yet
you can leave this college with confidence
in your future and with certainty that you're
not going to work alone. In these trying
months, we have been aided by a Power that
lightens our struggles, reveals our hidden
strength, and helps conquer all suffering and
loss. We can never know God’s plan, but we
can trust in His wisdom and in His grace.
And we can be certain that with His help,
the great State of Mississippi will rise again.

Congratulations to the class of 2006. May
God bless you, and may God bless the United
States of America.

NoOTE: The President spoke at 2:29 p.m. in the
Mississippi Coast Coliseum. In his remarks, he
referred to Willis Lott, president, Mississippi Gulf
Coast Community College; and Mayor A.]. Hollo-
way of Biloxi, MS.

Statement on Senate Action on Tax
Legislation
May 11, 2006

I applaud the Senate for passing important
tax relief that will help keep our economy
strong and growing. This legislation prevents
an enormous tax hike that the American peo-
ple do not want and would not welcome. The
bill will extend policies that have helped our
economy flourish. We have had 18 straight
quarters of growth, including 4.8 percent
growth in the last quarter, and the unemploy-
ment rate is 4.7 percent. I appreciate the
Senate leadership and Chairman Grassley for
their hard work on behalf of American tax-
payers and small businesses, and I look for-
ward to signing this important legislation into
law.
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Proclamation 8014—Peace Officers
Memorial Day and Police Week,
2006

May 11, 2006

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Every day, our Nation’s dedicated law en-
forcement officers put themselves at risk to
keep their fellow Americans safe. As we ob-
serve Peace Officers Memorial Day and Po-
lice Week, we pay tribute to the courageous
men and women who have lost their lives
protecting us, and we honor all those who
wear the badge and keep the peace.

The law enforcement officers of today
carry on the long and proud tradition of serv-
ice built by their predecessors. With valor
and distinction, these citizens stand watch
over us all and work hard to fight crime, vio-
lence, and terrorism in communities across
America. We are a country built on the rule
of law, and our Nation is grateful to the men
and women who enforce those laws and up-
hold the fairness and peace we treasure.

Law enforcement officers deserve our ap-
preciation for the work they do, and citizens
fulfill an important civic responsibility by
supporting their work to protect our commu-
nities. Through organizations like Citizen
Corps, men and women are assisting their
local police force, fire department, and
neighborhood watch program. More infor-
mation about Citizen Corps volunteer oppor-
tunities can be found at citizencorps.gov. I
encourage all Americans to help fight crime
in their communities by volunteering and
participating in crime prevention organiza-
tions. By working together, we can achieve
a better and more secure future for our chil-
dren and grandchildren.

On Peace Officers Memorial Day and dur-
ing Police Week, we honor the heroism of
all our law enforcement officers, especially
those who have given their lives so that oth-
ers might live. They performed their jobs
with extraordinary distinction, and a proud
and grateful Nation will always remember
their service and sacrifice. We ask God’s
blessings for the families and friends they left
behind.
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By a joint resolution approved October 1,
1962, as amended, (76 Stat. 676), the Con-
gress has authorized and requested the Presi-
dent to designate May 15 of each year as
“Peace Officers Memorial Day” and the
week in which it falls as “Police Week,” and
by Public Law 103-322, as amended, (36
U.S.C. 136), has directed that the flag be
flown at half staff on Peace Officers Memo-
rial Day.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 15, 2006, as Peace
Officers Memorial Day and May 14 through
May 20, 2006, as Police Week. I call on all
Americans to observe these events with ap-
propriate ceremonies and activities. I also call
on Governors of the United States and the
Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, as well as
appropriate officials of all units of govern-
ment, to direct that the flag be flown at half
staff on Peace Officers Memorial Day. I fur-
ther encourage all Americans to display the
flag at half staff from their homes and busi-
nesses on that day.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of May, in the
year of our Lord two thousand six, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and thirtieth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 15, 2006]

NOTE: This proclamation will be published in the
Federal Register on May 16.

Remarks Following a Meeting With
Military and Diplomatic Leaders
May 12,2006

I've just completed a second meeting with
former Secretaries of State and former Sec-
retaries of Defense on Iraq. We also dis-
cussed the broader Middle East as well.

I want to thank you all very much for shar-
ing your thoughts not only with me but with
the Vice President and Secretary Rice and
Secretary Rumsfeld. It really means a lot to
hear your thoughts and your concerns and
your suggestions about the way forward in
Iraq. We've had our disagreements in this



